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The Certificate in Academic Foundations (CAF) was designed to provide students with a strgagrfirst
experience, an opportunity to explore a variety of fields, and maximum transfer into degree programs. It

has achieved that purpose. Douglas College has revised existing degrees to include a CAF entrance

pathway and ensured that all new degrees will include a CAF option. The program has block t.8 (he)0.7 ( (n)-0..



Response to Douglas College Self Study: Certificate in Academic Foundations
External Reviewer: Dr. Alisa Webb, Vice President, Students, University of the Fraser Valley
May 2019

Overview:

| am pleased to have been asked to conduct an external reviewpfPo « }oo P [« &ES](] S ]v
Academic Foundations (CAF). The CAF appears to be a solid credential which prepares students for
academic success by ensuring learning in key, foundational areas: communication (English), quantitative
analysis (Math, Statistics, or Computing Science), science (lab science), and other areas typically the
product of a range of first-year Arts and Science courses, such as critical thinking, problem solving, and
research. The well-written self-study clearly articulates the merits of the program and general student

satisfaction with their studies, while also noting issues with recruitment and enrolment.

Environmental Scan:
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Camosun College, and Selkirk College only provide Arts and Science credentials for 60 credits, either as

an Associate Degree or a Diploma. Similarly, a quick look at four of the designated teaching-intensive
universitiest Capilano, Vancouver Island, UFV, and Emily Gamds no comparable program. The self-
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and 24 additional credits in Arts.

Two BC colleges do offer a program similar to CAF: Vancouver Community College and Northern Lights

College. These programs are closer in composition to CAF than the noted KPU certificate.

Total Credits 30 30 30

External Review, Webb, 2014



Required Math and/or 0 6 0
Science Credits

Options? Caninclude upto 9 | N/A Can include select
credits of university courses from
transfer Business

Management or
from Social Work
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populationandtheir lower number of courseofferings. VCC andOUG both require 6reditsin
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programsrequire the completion of general arts asdiencecourses, with an emphasis omiversity

External Review, Webb, 2012






Diploma. It mighalsoinclude a chang inname, such as Academic Foundatidios Success. Thgould

likely appeal toboth studerts andtheir supporters.

2. Tha Douglasconsiderother averuesfor transfer
While agreeindghat Douglas shoulde-gart conversations with UBC arouibcktransfer o the CAF
into UBQprograms thereis alsovalue in Douglas thinkingeyond the research universities. While
appreciatinghat this approachtreates seandss pathways intandout of the associat degrees, by
adheringsofirmly to the associat degreeframework whichemphasies the researcimstitutions, | think
Douglass missingan opportunity. BCCRdata,as presentedt the past several Joirrticulation
Meetings, shas that the government-identittd teachingntensive institutions receig huge numbersof
transfer students. Douglas coube limiting opportunities for students hiyot broadeningthe scope of
transfer possibilitiesK (v } BolUglas might consider conversations WitRU andCARgiven their
relative proximityandeaseof access to transportatiofor studentslivingin NewWestminsterand

Coquitlam.

Conclusion:
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perspectivethe programis soundandwell-conceivedFundamentallythough, it is not immediately
clear atthis timewhat is attractive about the prograwr why astudentmight favour itover other
options.Theself-study, for example, indicates that tl&eneral StudieBiploma ianore attractive to
students. This is perhaps not surprisgigen thediploma has the flexibility of the CAF, with théded
attractiveness of no math requirement ama lab sciencerequirement. Douglas wouldo well to
consider howthey canmakethe CAF stand out from other options as a credentiat gets students
excited aboutapplying.Consideringshifting itto a Zed Cred, increasitiginsferpossibilitiesand/or
tweakingthe focus of the programt or acombination of althree t couldhelpin attracting more

students to the CAF as a foundational programtheir post-secondary studies at Douglas dmyond.

External Review, Webb, 2019








